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Dear Mayor:

I am writing to you today to highlight the importance of summer meals programs to children in CITY and to ask you to consider the value of these programs as you make fiscal and programmatic plans for your community over the next year.  

ORGANIZATION has been proud to partner with you and many community leaders in CITY to increase the number of children who have access to free meals during the summer months.  We thank you for your attention to this important issue.

As you know, CITY’s summer meals program provides free meals to children when school is out, helping them return to school in the fall ready to learn.  The program targets those children who are receiving free or reduced-price meals during the school year, and helps families on tight budgets who cannot afford to make up the cost of the extra meals when school closes for the summer.  In CITY, ##% of students are eligible for free or reduced-price meals and could potentially take advantage of the summer meals program.

As you formulate CITY’s annual budget and consider what your programmatic priorities will be over the next year, please consider the value of summer meals and recreational programs to children.  Even under tight fiscal conditions, you have the opportunity to make funding and programming decisions that have a tremendous impact on hungry children in the community.

· Your support for safe, staffed programs for children in parks, housing authority developments and community pools could increase the number of children receiving free meals in the summer.  Staffed programs offer safe and fun summer activities and can also easily serve meals to participating children.  The greater the investment in park, housing development and pool maintenance, as well as community policing in these areas, the better parents will feel about their children’s participation in these programs and the more children will be able to enjoy the benefits of the activities and the meals.  The exercise children get during recreational activities that are connected to summer meals programs helps to prevent obesity and improve health.  Further, local Police Departments who have partnered with summer meals programs in their area have reported that the more activities children have to participate in and the more access they have to meals, the less likely they are to engage in criminal activities.

· Your support for summer school programs could increase the number of students receiving free meals in the summer.  Students who are participating in academic and/or recreational programs at schools in the summer can easily be fed as a part of the daily routine.  The more school-based programs there are in a community, the more meals can be served.  During the school year, in elementary schools with a high percent of low-income children, school breakfast participation is directly correlated with higher MCAS scores.  When school is out during the summer months, children who are fed nutritious meals return to school in the fall ready to learn.

You can help feed hungry children and leverage additional federal dollars for CITY by investing in your local summer meals and recreation programs and creating opportunities in your parks, housing developments, pools and schools for more children to eat free meals.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact STAFF at PHONE # or EMAIL.  We plan to continue to work with you and our partners in CITY to increase the number of children receiving summer meals in 2007.

Thank you for your leadership on the important issue of preventing and ending hunger in your community.  Together we can make a difference in the lives of hungry children in CITY.

Sincerely,

NAME

Executive Director

